
Successfor studentswho have special learning needs



The Precision Academics Resource Bank provides resources which support schools and families in the education           
of students of all ages who have special learning needs.

All of the resources are contained on a single CD ROM, including over 7,000 pages of activities which are arranged 
into 500+ Workbooks and Special Programs.

These resources give you the practical, professional and affordable help you need to encourage every student, 
especially those who have special learning needs, to celebrate and achieve as Lifelong Learners .

This collection includes outstanding curriculum- and therapy-based resources to support students of all ages who 
have special learning needs, including:

~ Down Syndrome, Asperger sSyndrome, Autism, English as a 2nd Language,  
~ AD/HD,  Dyslexia, Receptive/Expressive Language Disorder
~ Intellectual Disability, Learning Difficulties, Anxiety, Challenging Behaviours

This CD ROM also includes extensive resources for young Gifted and Talented students, and is suitable for 
individual and group work.

Print what you need, as often as you need it.
Or, work directly from your computer screen or interactive whiteboard
Use it now and for many years to come, adjusting to changing needs





Dr. Ashleigh Molloy    
President of the Down Syndrome Association of Toronto, Canada

Awarded 2007 Educational Leader of the Year  
by the Canadian Council for Exceptional Children

This is an excellent resource for students who have 
Down Syndrome and other special learning needs. 
The Workbooks provide great access to age-appropriate,
differentiated curriculum to support Inclusive Education.  
We are delighted to be able to offer this Australian program 
to our Canadian schools and families.

Down 
Syndrome              

Association 
of Toronto



Maria Aniceto High School Parent, NSW

My daughter, who has Autism, is a High School student working towards Life 
Skills Outcomes. Since she has started working on the Precision Academics 
Workbooks and Scaffolded Booklets, her confidence has soared and she now 
looks forward to learning. 

She really enjoys the structured format  of the workbooks. They are at a level she 
can handle. 

Precision Academics is such a wonderful and affordable resource. Every child with 
special learning needs should have the opportunity to use them. I am so thankful. 
The beautiful design makes each piece of work something special, which is so 
important to both my daughter and myself.

Precision Academics is all of this, and so much more, thank you so much,                           
I love your program!!!



Dr. Anne Margaret Wright     Senior Product Reviewer, Old Schoolhouse Magazine, U.S.A

There are so many things to love about this program.  

We were very impressed with the bright, colourful, fun pictures and the wide variety of 
creative exercises that capture the children s  attention.  

Our kids love doing the worksheets, and I was able to find just what each of my younger 
kids needed to work on.  

We loved that the materials are very positive and that the focus is on mastery, not just busy 
work!  I personally found that the materials worked very well for my two sons, six and 
nine years old, who both have Down Syndrome, and also equally well for my three 
year old son who is gifted.  

The emphasis throughout the materials on teaching critical thinking and strong 
communication skills was a huge bonus!

The beauty of the program is that all of the resources come on one CD-ROM disc that allows 
you to tailor everything to your particular students needs, abilities, challenges and 
interests.  

The materials are designed to supplement rather than replace your curriculum, although 
they are very comprehensive.  There are extensive materials about how to use the 
program that make it easy to adapt to your particular needs.  

The workbooks work well for typically developing children, but also have much to offer 
children who are gifted or have developmental disabilities or other special needs.    

It is not easy to find a program that covers so much ground, so effectively, but I m pleased          
to say that Precision Academics delivers!



Kristy Colvin 
President of the International Mosaic Down Syndrome Association 

Precision Academics provides a fantastic line of workbooks for pre-school age to 
High School levels. These workbooks are specially designed for students with 
special needs.   

It takes a lot to impress me, so I have to tell you that these workbooks knocked my 
socks off! 

I only wish I had these when my son was at school. I know they surely would have 
made his life in school much easier! They are big in Australia and now are 
making their way to the US and other countries.  

And the best part of all is they have made their system so affordable that your school 
district wouldn t bat an eye at the cost!



Steve Hall Parent, Dubai
Outstanding resources, excellent program, we can see the results

immediately.  Our children are gaining in confidence and skills because 
they are being provided with resources which can be individualised to 
their special educational needs.  Both of our children have special 
learning needs, and in the past it has been difficult to find ways to reach 
them.  Your resources have helped them so much.

Di Brown Head of Additional Needs 
Catholic Education Diocese of Armidale

Precision Academics provides an affordable option for schools, who have 
limited special education budgets and are looking for excellent resources 
for students with a wide range of special learning needs.

Robyn Fitzpatrick Teacher s Assistant, Victoria
Precision Academics is an excellent program.  It just plain works.  I work with 

over 30 children at my school using this program.  When I walk into the 
classroom carrying your Workbooks, without exception, every child is 
looking up at me with pleading eyes, saying,     Is it my turn yet? Can I 
PLEASE come with you and do the Workbooks? Your programs work 
their way around and around, helping the children to master the basics.  
They are SO happy to be able to do it.  It works and they love it.  I am a 
true fan.

Bennet P. Student, Junior High School
I love doing this stuff...its fun.  I wish I could do it all the time.  There s not 

too much stuff on each page .  I understand what I have to do...                        
My friends love doing it with me...Thanks.



Kylie Clay High School Teacher, NSW

I teach Joe, who has Down Syndrome. He attends mainstream high 
school, working towards NSW Board of Studies Life Skills 
Outcomes. I am his English teacher.

At first, when I was told Joe would be in my mainstream class, I was 
concerned because my students are in Year 10, working towards 
their School Certificate. Very little of my existing resources were 
suitable for Joe, and I thought that I would have to start from 
scratch to find and/or create new resources to suit his educational 
needs.

But I went through the Precision Academics Resource Bank, which 
our school has available to all staff, and was able to easily 
select workbooks and scaffolded Booklets which I will be able    
to use with Joe.

These resources are easy to use, look tremendous, and are tailor
made to meet his needs. What a great result. The other students 
in the class are more than happy to take turns working as peer 
supports to Joe, which develops their teaching skills and 
understanding of individual differences. We ALL benefit.



Beth Robinson                Parent, U.S.A.
Our school uses your program and it is great!  We use it with both our daughters, working in close association with their 

therapists.  It has made a big difference in our school year, both in attitude and success.

Your program is the BEST I have found in years of searching special needs curriculums.  It fits the needs of both girls and                       
I know it is flexible enough to do well for them as they grow.

Anne B. Principal,  High School, NSW
We use your wonderful workbooks throughout our College.  Our gifted students are able to use the many extension 

resources.  For our students with learning difficulties and disabilities, our Teacher s Assistants  and Teachers have access                      
to hundreds of specific topics, adjusted for special learning needs, and linked directly to our curriculum.

Natusha Ricardo       Primary School Teacher, Tasmania
We have purchased your resources and are absolutely thrilled!  It s everything we need for our children, just as you 

promised.

Mark J.                       Principal, High School, Queensland
The Cross Curricula Workbooks have been a total success for our student who has a severe disability.  He has been able to 

work effectively and has produced fantastic work.  He is really proud and his parents are very, very pleased.



Module 2:  
Overview of the 5 folders located 

on the P.A.R.B. CD ROM



The Getting Started folder contains 
administration and instructional manuals to 
help guide and support you:

The Placement & Progress Testing for Literacy 
& Numeracy to help you quickly and easily find 
the correct starting place, and  monitor each 
student s progress over time.

The Record of Progress (Manual Entry & 
Computer Entry) to help you track each 
student s progress and work completed over 
many years.

The Why and How and Using the PARB
Manuals providing you with more information 
about the background of, and best ways to use  
the P.A.R.B.



Level One

Our resources begin at Level One suitable for students 
of any age who are just able to grasp a pencil and make 
simple scribbles on the page, and who are able to 
communicate at a very basic level using a few simple 
words or gestures.  

Over 1,500+ pages of resources are available to          
support educators in the development of fine motor 
skills, receptive and expressive communication skills, 
pre-emergent literacy and numeracy skills, concept 
formation, spatial awareness, motor memory, mid-line 
crossover, and much, much more.

Level One also contains 15 Cross Curriculum Workbooks 
for younger students working towards outcomes 
typically associated with pre-school to school transition, 
Transition Into School ;  

and , another 15 Cross Curriculum Workbooks for older 
students, who have moderate to severe learning 
disability, and who are still functioning at Level 1,  
Cross Curriculum Foundations



Level Two

Level Two continues this resource support, with 
another 1,500+ pages suitable for students of any age 
who are functioning at an academic level typically 
associated with early primary school.  

Additional Workbooks added at this level include critical 
thinking skills, personal development and protective 
behaviours, processing speed and accuracy, phonemic 
awareness and much more.  

Functional Literacy and Numeracy are supported 
through spiral curriculum workbooks which teach new 
concepts in a very gradual progression, with frequent  
re-visits to concepts previously learned.   A constant 
emphasis on applying previously learned skills in novel 
situations helps to students reinforce and apply key 
concepts.

Level Two also contains 15 Cross Curriculum Workbooks 
suitable for older students, who have moderate to 
severe learning disability, and who are still functioning 
at   Level 2,  Cross Curriculum Developing Skills



Level Three

Level Three provides another 1,000+ pages 
suitable for students of any age whose 
functional academic skills are typically 
associated with middle primary school.  

Almost all topics from Level Two are 
continued in Level Three.  This depth of 
resources ensures that regardless of each 
student s rate of learning, their teachers will 
have constant access to stimulating, vibrant 
and novel resources appropriate to their 
individual needs.

Level Three also contains 15 Cross Curriculum 
Workbooks for older students, who have 
moderate to severe learning disability, and 
who are still functioning at Level 3, Cross 
Curriculum Across Key Learning Areas



Level Four

Level Four provides another 1,500+ pages 
covering topics and outcomes usually 
associated with high school or upper primary 
school.  These resources are also suitable for 
young adults.

Even at this level, all resources remain highly 
visual, with scaffolded tasks suitable for 
students who have ongoing difficulties in 
literacy, numeracy and who struggle to form 
and apply abstract concepts.  

Resources focus on specific topics commonly 
found in mainstream curriculum.  This allows 
students to participate to the fullest extent in 
mainstream activities, but then complete 
adapted tasks on the same topic at a level 
suitable to their needs. 



Placement and Progress Tests
English: Functional Literacy and Mathematics: Functional Numeracy

Each of these subjects has  diagnostic Placement and Progress Tests to assist 
you to determine the best starting points for each student & help you to 
monitor each student s progress over time.   

You may find this Table helps guide your decision of which Workbooks may be 
the best starting point for your student, based on their Placement Testing 
Results.

This Table is to be used as a GUIDELINE only. You must take into account other 
factors such as the student s age, individual areas of strength and challenge, 
topics required etc. 

Use your professional judgement and personal knowledge of each student s 
individual needs to determine the best starting level for each student.

Test Results Consider choosing 
Workbooks from:

Scores up to about 25 Level One

Scores from about 25 to 75 Level Two

Scores from about 76 to 150 Level Three

Scores from 151 to 200 Level Four



Printing Resources

Resources are never wasted, as they are only printed as 
needed .  

We recommend using the cheapest possible printer and 
cartridge options, such as High Speed, Economy, Draft.

Whenever possible, print on the 2 Pages Per Page setting.   
However, North American printers may need to print Single 
Page only, due to differences in the size of paper.  

In some cases, resources can be left directly on the computer 
screen, if preferred, saving the cost of printing altogether.  

All resources are fully compatible with interactive 
whiteboards, so they can be used directly on these screens.



Module 3:  
Explaining the 18 Workbook Series 

provided on the P.A.R.B.



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Communication 
Skills

Functional 
Literacy

Communication Skills

These Workbooks help students to develop their receptive 
and expressive vocabulary.  

Each Workbook provides exercises which challenge 
students  to provide clear and detailed descriptions and 
explanations,  to pose and answer questions, to relay 
simple stories, and to respond to increasingly complex 
instructions from others.  

As with all Workbooks, they can be easily used with 
spoken and signed communication.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Speech Pathologists.

Levels One & Two 
8 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Concepts and 
Patterns

Essential 
Learning 

Skills

Concepts and Patterns

These Workbooks help students to develop their ability to 
understand and apply concepts and patterns (both verbal 
and non-verbal).  

These are essential skills which help students to become 
more effective learners,  better able to apply knowledge 
they have learned  to new situations.  

These Workbooks provide activities which reinforce and 
improve the students' ability to process complex visual 
material accurately, to form underlying verbal and non-
verbal concepts, to identify then apply patterns and 
sequences, and to make distinctions. 

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Speech Pathologists, Auditory & Visual 
Training, and Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
12 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Cross Curriculum 
Foundations (Level 1)

Cross Curriculum 
Developing Skills

(Level 2)

Cross Curriculum 
Across Key Learning 

Areas
(Level 3)

Note*  For Level 4, use 
individual topic 

Scaffolded Booklets

Cross 
Curric-

ulum

These are the 45 Cross Curriculum Workbooks suitable for older 
students who are in the earliest stages of developing their learning 
skills. 

For example, you may have a student who has Down Syndrome, 
severe language delay, or autism. 

In general, these workbooks are suitable for students who have a
Full Scale IQ Score of less than 55 (Moderate to Severe Disability 
Range).  

These Workbooks are designed so that Teachers, Teacher s 
Assistants and Parents can use them with ease. 

The activities are especially created for students who have great 
difficulty maintaining their concentration and who find it 
extremely challenging to learn and apply new skills and concepts. 

The tasks are predictable, repetitive, concrete, attractively 
presented, stimulating and have a high likelihood of success if 
sufficient support is provided during the learning process.  

The curriculum topics covered in these workbooks include a strong 
focus on communication skills (speaking and signing), as well as
general learning skills , designed to help students develop to the 

best of their ability.  

Activities include:  Concept Formation and Pattern Recognition, 
Fine Motor Skills, Listening Skills and Instruction Following, 
Processing Speed and Accuracy, Thinking Skills and Problem 
Solving, Working Memory, Receptive and Expressive 
Communication. All activities are randomly scattered throughout 
the workbook, to ensure your student maintains the highest 
possible level of interest. All topics are directly linked to the NSW 
Board of Studies Life Skills Curricula.  



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

English
Functional 
Literacy

Spiral English

These Workbooks (Functional Literacy) are designed to 
help your students develop all aspects of the English 
Curriculum  including:  Reading, Writing, Talking and 
Listening.   

Each Workbook follows a "spiral curriculum", very 
gradually introducing new material, constantly reviewing 
previously taught concepts and skills, ensuring mastery 
learning.  

Each Workbook includes highly scaffolded, colourful, 
engaging activities and exercises to teach spelling, 
sentence structure, grammar, graphic and text features, and 
oral language.

Levels One, Two, Three
24 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Faith Studies
Faith 

Studies

Christian Studies These are faith based Workbooks, suitable 
for students attending Christian Religious Schools or 
Homeschool students.  

Please note: 
These workbooks are developed in line with faith based 
studies and some government schools require that these 
workbooks are not used in secular school programs.   In this 
case, simple delete these files.

Please note: 
All other Precision Academics workbooks are developed in 
line with their secular curriculum and may contain some 
images or content which is not in line with Christian or other 
faith based studies.  In this case, simple delete these files.

Please note:  Precision Academics  will be pleased to work 
with you to develop additional faith based resources (such as 
Islamic or Jewish Studies).  Please contact our Resource 
Development Team to discuss this further.

Levels Two, Three & Four
16 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Fine Motor Skills
Functional 
Literacy

Fine Motor Skills

These Workbooks help students to develop their ability to 
use proper pencil grip, trace within pathways, cut, fold, 
crush paper, place stickers, colour within lines, and draw 
very simple shapes.  

Activities promote all aspects of fine motor skills, 
including eye-hand co-ordination, hand strength, mid-line 
crossover & visual tracking.  

The Workbooks are best suited for students who are 
working towards the Pre Writing or Emergent Writing 
Outcomes typically associated with Pre School, 
Kindergarten  and Early Primary.  

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Occupational Therapists.

Levels One & Two 
7 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Listening Skills and 
Instruction Following

Functional 
Literacy

Listening Skills and Instruction Following

These Workbooks help students to develop their ability to 
listen carefully to all instructions before beginning a task, 
to hold this information in short term memory, to complete 
ALL elements of each task and to  take responsibility for 
checking that their work is complete and correct.  

These Workbooks are especially helpful for students who 
have difficulty paying attending, tend to be impulsive, rush 
through tasks, and are careless with details.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Speech Pathologists, Auditory Training, 
and Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
12 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Mathematics
Functional 
Numeracy

Spiral Mathematics

These Workbooks help students to develop their abilities in 
all aspects of the Mathematics Curriculum.  Each 
Workbook follows a "spiral curriculum", very gradually 
introducing new material, constantly reviewing previously 
taught concepts and skills, ensuring mastery learning.  

Each Workbook includes highly scaffolded, colourful, 
engaging activities and exercises relating to Numbers & 
Operations, Graphing, Classification, Time, Measurement, 
Money, Problem Solving, Fractions, Decimals, Percents, 
Geometry, Speed Drills etc. 

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
37 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Personal 
Identification and 

Protective 
Behaviours

Personal 
Health, 
Fitness 

and Safety

Personal Identification and Protective Behaviours

These Workbooks help your students to learn and practise 
vital personal identification details and understand and 
apply guidelines for personal safety, respect for others and 
self-protective behaviours.   

Activities are frequently repeated to ensure students 
remember key information, presented in a variety of 
formats.  Activities teach children to apply essential 
underlying concepts in real life settings.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Speech Pathologists, Counsellors and 
Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
24 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Processing Speed 
and Accuracy

Essential 
Learning 

Skills

Processing Speed and Accuracy

These Workbooks help students to develop their speed and 
accuracy, which improves their ability to maintain a sharp 
focus on a task from start to finish.  

Students are also taught to self-evaluate their performance  
using the feedback measures of speed and accuracy 
provided at the end of each task.   

These Workbooks are excellent for students who have 
concentration problems.  

The activities are highly engaging and reinforcing, which 
helps students to develop their confidence and self-esteem.  

Students are encouraged to set goals, and track their 
progress towards these goals.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Occupational Therapists, Visual 
Training, and Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
12 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Thinking Skills and 
Problem Solving

Essential 
Learning 

Skills

Thinking Skills and Problem Solving   

These Workbooks help students to develop their ability to 
consider multiple responses to a wide range of verbal and 
non-verbal challenges, to demonstrate problem solving, 
brainstorming, and to engage in a wide range of creative 
thinking activities.  

These Workbooks are excellent for students who have high 
anxiety, difficulty with flexibility, limited problem solving 
skills and difficulty understanding and/or accepting the 
point of view of others.  

Students are encouraged to tackle  open-ended problems, 
with no "correct" answer, and to discuss alternatives.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Speech Pathologists, Counsellors and 
Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
12 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Transition Into 
School

Cross 
Curric-

ulum

Transition Into School

These Workbooks are the most basic of the Cross 
Curriculum Key Learning Area.  Each Workbook is about 
30 pages long.  

These Workbooks are designed for younger students who 
are still developing the skills typically associated with Pre 
School, Early Intervention and Kindergarten programs.  

These Workbooks are all Level 1, with a tone better suited 
to younger students.  

Activities focus on Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary 
(Signed and Spoken);  Fine and Gross motor skills;  
Concentration and Attention: Task, Completion;  
Instruction Following;  Motor Memory; Spatial 
Awareness; Visual Tracking; Mid-Line Cross Over; Eye-
Hand          Co-ordination; Emergent Reading, Writing, and  
Numeracy; Visual and Auditory Discrimination.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Early Intervention Specialists, Speech 
Pathologists, Occupational Therapists and Educational 
Psychologists.

Levels One 
15 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Wings

Creative Minds

Challenge Me

Gifted and 
Talented

Creative Minds These Workbooks are extremely similar 
to the Challenge Me, except that these Workbooks are 
offered in the normal printed workbook format.  They are 
designed to provide students with highly stimulating, open-
ended questions.  The Creative Minds workbooks are based 
on principles of Multiple Intelligence.  These resources are 
outstanding for students requiring extension activities 
(Gifted).

Challenge Me These workbooks are similar to the 
Creative Minds, except that in the Challenge Me series the 
students can answer directly onto the screen.  In general, 
Precision Academics workbooks are locked in the PDF 
format, but Challenge Me workbooks are in Microsoft 
Word which allows the student to answer directly onto the 
screen.  

WINGS  These workbooks are theme based, designed for 
small group work, but can be completed individually or in 
large groups if required.  These workbooks are designed to 
provide students with highly stimulating, open-ended 
questions.  The WINGS workbooks are based on principles 
of Multiple Intelligence and are best suited for extension 
(Gifted) students.

Levels Two & Three 
40 Workbooks



Workbook 
Series

Key 
Learning 

Area
Series Description

Word Sounds 
and Spelling

Functional 
Literacy

Word Sounds and Spelling

These Workbooks help your students to recognise and 
manipulate the component sounds of words using rhymes, 
alliteration, isolated sound recognition, sound segmentation, 
letter (and letter grouping) sound association, sound deletions.

Also included are Alphabet, C-V-C, CC-V-C and CC-V-CC 
Word/Picture cards to assist with speed and accuracy drills.  

Also included are 360 Common Words Training Cards.
This is a Functional Literacy Series, suitable for students who 
are at least able to write simple sentences.  The Series contains 
the "360 Common Words Reference Card", which is a two 
sided card showing 30 categories, each containing 12 
commonly used words.  

This card can be kept close by, as a handy reference for 
spelling frequently used words. In addition, each of the 30 
categories has its own single page training card, providing 
simple exercises to develop the student's ability to read and 
spell the 12 target words.

These Workbooks are excellent for learning and applying 
pronunciation and spelling rules. These resources are especially
appropriate for any student who has literacy-related learning 
difficulties, such as dyslexia. 

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
22 Workbooks Word Sounds and Spelling
Alphabet & Cards for C-V-C, CC-V-C & CC-V-CC drills
Reference Card & 30 Work Sheets for 360 Common Words 



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Working Memory
Essential 
Learning 

Skills

Working Memory

These Workbooks help students to develop skills, 
strategies and tricks of the trade to improve their working 
memory. 

Activities, challenges and exercises in this series help 
students to be able to concentrate on specific details while 
solving problems (ie. thinking and remembering at the 
same time). 

These Workbooks are ideal for students who have 
difficulties with attention, concentration, task completion, 
ignoring distractions, and discriminating between relevant 
and unnecessary details.

These Workbooks also incorporate activities often 
recommended by Occupational Therapists, Visual 
Training, and Educational Psychologists.

Levels One, Two, Three & Four 
12 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key 

Learning 
Area

Series Description

Yes We Can!    

VAM

Coaching For 
Success

Leadership Skills & 
Instructional 
Techniques

Leadership 
and 

Teamwork 
Skills

Leadership Development and Teamwork

These are Group Programs designed to help students to 
develop their Leadership and Teamwork Skills.  

These group programs are suitable for students of all 
ability levels.

Levels Three & Four 
24 Workbooks



Workbook Series
Key Learning 

Area
Series Description

Scaffolded Individual Topic 
Booklets: 

For older students, who have 
mild to moderate support 
needs, we have over 150 
specific topic Scaffolded 
Booklets.

Most Booklets are about 6 to 10 
pages long.  

Each Booklet covers a specific 
topic taught within the 
mainstream school curriculum.  

The language and concepts have 
been simplified, with concrete, 
highly visual tasks for the 
students to complete. 

English

Mathematics

Faith Studies

Food Technology

Geography

History

Information 
Technology

Performing Arts

Personal Health, 
Fitness & Safety

Science

Technical Skills

Textiles

World Studies

These resources are ideal for students who are working towards Life Skills Outcomes and 
they are also excellent for students working towards Mainstream Outcomes who have 
specific learning difficulties. All tasks within these Booklets are supported, adjusted and 
scaffolded to ensure the highest possible level of success.  The design and style of these 
Scaffolded Booklets is consistent with mainstream high school, so that the students feel 

comfortable using them.  

These resources can be used as class work,  homework, assessment items, assignments, 
topic studies, small group tutorial work, 1:1 support, or even as examinations .   Students 
can work on these Scaffolded Booklets independently, with a peer tutor, with a teacher s 
assistant, with a parent, or with a teacher.   Each Scaffolded Booklet will focus on skill 
development outcomes from between 3 to 6 different areas of the curriculum.   These 
Scaffolded Booklets can also be used as a template for teacher s to design similar 

resources for topics not yet provided in our collection.  These resources are designed using 
the Principles of Best Educational Practise for differentiating the mainstream curriculum 
for students with special learning needs. These resources are equally useful for students in 
Mainstream classes, Special Education Support classes and Homeschool settings. 

Please remember, that students should complete as much mainstream work as possible, 
and should be provided with adjusted resources only when the mainstream  tasks, 
activities, assignments and resources are unsuitable for their specific learning needs. In 
some cases, these Booklets are much longer, as they are still using older designs.  Over 
time, these longer Booklets will be divided into shorter Booklets.   Also, more and more 
topics will be included in response to school and family requests, we encourage you to stay 
in contact with us as updates are frequently made available to our customers.  New topics 
are constantly being added to the Precision Academics Resource Bank, particularly in the 
Scaffolded Booklets section. Also, at the end of the list of Scaffolded Booklets , you will 

find some other resources (Mathematics, Leadership Programs, and Cross Curriculum 
Workbooks) which we also have available for older students with special learning needs.

We welcome you to contact our Development Team at www.precisionacademics.com.au
to find out about our newest updates,  or to suggest specific topics you would like to see 
included in future editions of our Precision Academics Resource Bank.

http://www.precisionacademics.com.au


Module 4:  
Guidelines in the use of

Precision Academics Resources 



Children who are most likely to benefit from using the 
Precision Academics Resource Bank©

Precision Academics© Workbooks are appropriate for any child who requires additional development of key 
learning skills (such as concentration, listening, task completion, working memory, impulse control ).  

They are also suitable for students who require adjusted curriculum resources such as: English, Mathematics, 
Science, History, Geography, and Personal Development.  

Precision Academics© programs are also appropriate for young gifted children who are ready to tackle more 
challenging material, but who still have fairly short concentration spans. 

These programs can be offered individually, in groups or within the mainstream classroom environment. 

Certain groups of children appear to show the greatest benefit from this program.  
These are children who show one or more of the following characteristics:

Highly visual learners (such as children who have Down Syndrome)
Mild to Moderate intellectual disability
Mild to Severe Learning Difficulties
Difficulties with receptive and expressive communication
Difficulty sustaining their concentration during academic tasks
Difficulty completing academic tasks and/or who are overly      
dependent on supervision and/or have low academic self esteem
Difficulty following instructions, especially multi-step instructions
Poorly developed literacy skills (dyslexia)
Behaviours associated with ADD or AD/HD impulsivity, frustration
Difficulties with social comprehension, anxiety, problem solving
Children learning English as a second language
Young, gifted students needing enrichment and extension



Differentiating the Curriculum and using Adjusted  Resources 
incorporates the principles of  Best Teaching Practise for ALL students.  

Including 
Students who are gifted and talented
Students who are progressing within the normal range of development
Students who have special learning needs

The Learning Disabilities Association of America (LDA) suggests that there are:  "Successful Strategies for Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities"

Lee Swanson, Professor of Education at the University of California, highlights how simple adjustments to working memory load can make substantial 
differences in curriculum accessibility.   The Key Strategies to enhance curriculum accessibility include:

breaking learning into smaller steps

administering probes to determine level of understanding

supplying regular quality feedback

using diagrams, graphics and pictures to augment what we are saying in words

providing ample independent, well-designed, intensive practice

modelling instructional practices that we want students to follow

providing prompts of strategies to use

engaging students in process type questions to help them develop

and apply abstract concepts

providing much higher than typical levels of scaffolding

beginning with higher levels of explicit instruction, then providing resources                                                  

and tasks which allow for higher levels of student-mediated instruction

focussing on individual achievement, individual progress, individual assessment                                                 

and individual learning

Swanson, H.L. & Siegel, L. (2001). Learning disabilities as a working memory deficit. Issues in Education: Contributions of Educational Psychology, 7(1), 1-48.



Adjusted Resources should be used to compliment, not replace, mainstream activities. Striking a healthy balance 
of experiences, social and academic, is essential. The more you are able to blend adjusted resources 

seamlessly amongst mainstream tasks and activities, the more enjoyable, the more effective and the more 
socially and developmentally appropriate your student s educational program will be.

Specifically, adjusted resources should be designed to 
Be fast paced, moving the student rapidly from one activity to the next.
Be highly scaffolded, so that the correct answer is modelled for the student
Focus on concrete concepts (rather than abstract)
Include skill development and knowledge across multiple areas of the curriculum
Use simplified language, offered in smaller segments
Take great care not to patronise or offer child-like resources or tasks despite using simplified and scaffolded design elements
Use colour whenever possible 
Offer tasks suitable to a wide range of learning styles         ... Continued on  next slide



Specifically, adjusted resources should be designed to 
Be based on and directly related to each Curriculum s Outcomes & Indicators (Mainstream and/or Life Skills)
Grab and hold the student s attention, and provide immediate and constant feedback about the student s progress.
Be easily used in class, small groups, or individually, or with teacher guidance, a peer helper, parent, or with a Teacher s Assistant
Be set to a level that each student s can read and write themselves.  Or,  have a Reader and/or a Scribe to assist them, which 
allows them to complete work at their thinking level without being held back by their low literacy levels
Actively teach and encourage the student to concentrate on key information and filter out distracters
Require mastery at each level before the student is allowed to move on.
Use repetitive sequences which, when learned in one situation, can be readily applied to novel situations
Have tasks which begin at a level which the student finds easy, then shape the student towards increasingly more advanced skills
Frequently include activities that are novel, fun, require relatively little effort and are highly visual
Allow the student to independently work out what must be done at each task.
Record, assess and evaluate progress as the student moves from Level to Level.
Set a high standard, and expect each task to be achieved to the best of the student s individual ability
Regardless of individual need, students should have the opportunity to engage in meaningful work, highly related to the topics and 
activities being offered to their peers.  



General Guidelines for using Precision Academics Resources

Keep your sessions short, frequent and very positive.  

Encourage your student to concentrate very closely on key visual and auditory information. 

Precision Academics© Resources  provide unlimited opportunities for skill development, success                                                      
and increased self-confidence in all aspects of the curriculum, and can be used as one                                                             
important component of each student s educational program. 

Encourage as much detail in spoken language as possible.  Language skills greatly enhance all aspects of learning.  Actively teach 
your student to develop his or her skills using a range of strategies.  Adapt each page to your student s individual needs. 

Actively teach the student to listen carefully, complete all elements of each task and check their own work.

Provide as much support as is needed to achieve 100% on every page.  Praise often and sincerely.  Cover the page with positive 
marks, check marks, happy faces , messages of success etc.  Encourage your student to do the same.  High levels of positive 
feedback are essential to promoting self-esteem and a positive attitude towards learning.  

As each page is complete, the helper or student marks the page with a brightly coloured 100%.  This explicitly teaches the student 
to aim for mastery in his or her learning. 

It is very important to remember that you should pay as little attention as possible to errors in work.  Praise and acknowledgement 
are given for every task, but when mistakes are encountered, the student is simply asked to Check this one please before it is 
marked.  Then as little or as much support as necessary is given to ensure that the work is completed correctly.  

Once this is done, the work is brightly marked and the page is marked at 100%.  Do not be tempted to skip this important step.  
Use your own unique style to encourage the highest possible success from your students.



At the end of each workbook, you will find one or more Assessment and Work Sample page(s).  The Assessment section identifies 
selected Curriculum Outcomes linked to the student s stage of learning.  The Outcomes are worded         in very general terms and 
represent the long term goals you are working towards.   In some cases, you may prefer to use different Outcomes / Indicators.

Select Mainstream or Life Skills Outcomes as appropriate, or insert your own Outcomes if necessary.  The Indicators identify very 
specific expectations that are linked directly to tasks the student has been working on throughout each workbook. Helpers and 
their students work together to evaluate the student s level of mastery using the simple 1 to 5 guidelines (essentially 1 means that 
the student requires total support to complete Indicator whereas 5 means the work was completed with confidence and 
independence).  The scores are then totalled and the result is used to guide your decision about which workbook to go to next.  
The student then completes a Work Sample.  

Once completed, the Assessment & Work Sample pages are removed from the Workbook & placed on the student s Progress File. 
Attach additional Work Samples if desired.  

These documents provide simple, valuable and essential information documenting the student s progress towards his or her 
learning goals.   These documents can be reviewed at Individual Education Plans and used for Progress Assessment.



Precision Academics© does not allow for students to be marked wrong .  

No matter how much difficulty your student has completing an activity, you should provide sufficient                            
support so that your student is ultimately  completing the activity correctly and you can then put                              
a check mark next to his or her work.

Your student needs to learn how to work independently.  The tasks are often self-explanatory.   Little or no help should 
be necessary by you.  In fact, you should remain as low profile as possible during this work.  

When your student has finished an activity, you and your student go over every question.  You read out the question 
and answer, check mark the work and praise your student for correct work.

If your student has answered incorrectly, you DO NOT say it is wrong. Instead, you ask your student to 

Check this one, please, before I mark it.

This gives your student a chance to realise for themselves that there is a problem and fix it before you mark it. 

You may need to assist your student to achieve the correct answer.  Once this is done,  you  repeat marking earlier 
questions and then mark the corrected question making no comment about it being incorrect the first time.  

In this way, the greatest amount of attention given to your student is for work that is correct.

EVERY answer, once correct, is marked with a big check mark.  

On top of each page, you or your student writes 100%, to help your student to recognise that all the work on that page 
is correct.   100% is always written on the page, even if the student had several attempts at getting the correct 
answer.

As your student progresses, you should expect your student to handle more and more activities before seeking 
feedback from you.   At first it might be one page at a time, later, you might ask them to complete the first three 
activities before you check it. 

Similarly, you must minimise explaining activities to your student.  The tasks are largely self-explanatory, and your 
student should be able to independently work out much of what needs to be done.  

Remember, almost all your attention should come in the form of positive feedback for work successfully completed.



Provide Graduated Guidance and Support to achieve 
best possible results with highest level of independence

How should I structure support for my student? 
Each workbook contains many activities which your student will probably be able to complete with near independence.  Other 
activities will require much higher levels of support. Here is an outline of the 5 levels of achievement which can be expected of your 
student.  Level 5 represents the highest level of independence. This information also serves as a guide for the types of student
response and teacher prompting which is typical of each level. Begin each task at Level 5 and offer gradually higher levels of support 
as required.  Provide high levels of praise and encouragement throughout the session. 

Achievement 5:  Either read the task for the student, or, if they are able, prompt the student to read the question and the set text, 
offering only a finger point to keep them focussed on each word as they read it.  Do not make any comment.  Do not offer any help.  
If the student is able to do the task with this level of support, and shows full and independent understanding of the concept behind 
the task, this is Level 5.  Wait for up to 15 seconds before increasing support.

Achievement 4: Give the student a simple restatement of what is required, with very little explanation or elaboration, and no gestures, 
modelling or physical guidance of any kind.  If the student is able to do the task with this level of support, and shows full 
understanding of the concept behind the task, this is Level 4.  Wait for up to 15 seconds before increasing support.

Achievement 3:  Explain in more basic, concrete terms what is required for this task.  Use modelling, pointing or simple gestures to help 
the student understand what is required. If the student is able to do the task with this level of support, and shows a good grasp of 
the concept behind the task once it has been explained, this is Level 3.  Wait for up to 15 seconds before increasing support.

Achievement 2:  Repeatedly explain, in the most basic and concrete terms possible, model the entire task (showing what, where, how 
etc), provide the student with the exact wording for answers.  Allow the student to copy your work (which you write on separate 
paper).  If the student is able to do the task with this level of support, and shows some fundamental grasp of the concept behind the 
task, this is Level 2.  Wait for up to 15 seconds before increasing support.

Achievement 1:  You have to provide complete guidance and support.  The student has no real understanding of what, why or how the 
task is to be completed.  Even if the student is able to generate a copied version of your work, he or she has not grasped the concept 
of the task at even the most basic level.  This is Level 1.  Often this means that the task is too difficult.  If this happens often, consider 
selecting resources from a lower functioning level of the Resource Bank.



Ending a level: Ask your student to select a merit sticker to place on the corresponding award Ribbon on the cover of the book. Some 
older students prefer to just use signatures, rather than stickers (but most prefer stickers, regardless of their age!)

Remember, positive feedback for success throughout every session is essential.   Avoid over explaining and supervising work.  Your 
student CAN and MUST learn to work independently.  Praise and Encouragement are like smiles, they cost nothing and make all the 
difference in the world.  Give them both generously and you will be amazed by what you get in return.

Completing a Workbook: The last two pages of each Workbook are designed to monitor and evaluate the student s progress using 
Outcomes and Indicators and Work Samples.  Each book selects five Outcomes, each with its own Indicator.   You are asked to 
assess the student s mastery of each Indicator on a scale of 1 to 5.

Take the time to sit with your student to discuss his or her progress at the end of each book. Many children with special learning 
needs develop a sense of learned helplessness, and see themselves as having little input into their own education.   This is a good 
time to talk about the Indicators and agree on the level of mastery achieved.  Go back through the Workbook to find examples of 
the student s work and discuss how well the student did.  

Together, score the student s level of mastery for each Indicator according to this Scoring Key, then total the score. This Total Score 
can be used by the supervising teacher to determine the next book given to the student.   

As a rule of thumb, the following guidelines can be used when evaluating Workbook scores:
Total  Score 5-10 The student is probably not ready for this task, drop back 2 or 3 levels.
Total Score 11-18 The student will benefit from extra practice, repeat this level.
Total Score 19-25 The student is ready to move to a higher level.

When this is completed, have the student complete the Work Samples using the exact same support system as you use throughout 
the Workbook (it is not an exam ).  

Keep the Outcomes/Indicator and Work Sample pages as a permanent record of the student s progress. These assessment sheets 
will be collected on the student s progress file, showing a permanent record of his or her progress over the years.  The Work 
Samples provide simple, clear and relevant examples of the student s developing work skills. 

The rest of the book can be sent home for the student to share with his or her family.  Encourage your families to spend time 
looking through the colourful Workbooks, praising the student s accomplishments and efforts.



The next few pages show a sample of long term record keeping...

Progress and Placement Assessment results are recorded  over time.



A few brief notes are kept recording the completion of each Workbook...



Work Samples, Outcomes/Indicators and Level of Achievement are kept 
as records for each completed Workbook...



Discussion Questions for  Precision Academics©

Check your understanding of Precision Academics© by answering the 
following questions.  Answers are available on the pages ahead.

1.    What are the  main steps in every Precision Academics© session?

2.   How do you decide whether to give a student a score of 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5  for  
each Outcome/Indicator?

3.  Why is positive feedback for completed work so important in Precision   
Academics©?

4.   Why is explaining and supervising kept to a minimum in Precision  
Academics©?

5.    Why should you or your student check mark each activity and put 100%              
on each completed page?

6.   What if your student answers a question incorrectly?

7.    What do you do when your student has completed one level? Or one 
Series?

8.  What do you do with the back pages of each book?

9. Why is it so important to involve the student assessing their own level of 
mastery.



Answers to Discussion Questions for Precision Academics©

1.  What are the  main steps in every Precision Academics session?
The student reads a drill aloud (if applicable)
The student completes several tasks
If the group of four books is complete, the assessment pages are completed and detached

2.   How do you decide whether to give a student a score of 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5  for 
each  Outcome/Indicator?

Level  5: The student can accomplish this task independently (except for reading the question if 
their literacy levels are too low)
Level 4: The student can accomplish this task, but requires minimal guidance (eg. hint, 
reminder).
Level 3: The student can accomplish this task, but requires frequent prompting and verbal 
assistance.
Level 2: The student is in the earliest stages of accomplishing this task, she or he needs a very 
high level of guidance and support.
Level 1: The student has had exposure to this task, but has not yet mastered any aspect of this 
skill. 

3.   Why is positive feedback for completed work so important in Precision Academics©?
Many students have a long history of being unsuccessful in literacy and/or have poorly 
developed work habits.  
It is very important that the students recognise that they can be successful in both areas.  
These students need positive feedback from you to encourage them and to reinforce their 
appropriate behaviours.

4.    Why is explaining and supervising kept to a minimum in Precision Academics©?
Many students have a history of Learned Helplessness .  
They are too dependent on others to explain tasks and supervise their work.  
Your attention should be given for completed and successful work, and all other attention should 
be kept to a minimum.



5.   Why should you or your student check mark each activity and put 100% on each page?
This is a very visual form of positive feedback.  Your student should hear your praise and see the 
ticks and the 100% for all their work.  This greatly strengthens the message of success.  Please 
don t be tempted to skip this step.  Remember, your job is to maximize their success. Encourage 
your student to put on the ticks and the 100%, but be sure to remain positive and very involved.

6.   What if your student answers a question incorrectly?
Help them.  Re-assure them that they can complete the activities. Encourage them to be as 
independent as possible.  Stress success, play down any difficulties they may be encountering.
Pretend to not notice.  Hand the Workbook back to the student saying Check this one please 
before I mark it. This cue will  prompt them to change their answer.  
When they hand it back to you, backtrack a few questions and run through your marking again.  
Do not notice that the answer has been changed.    Mark it with a check mark just the same as 
you would for any other answer.  Put 100% at the top of the page.  Praise the student.

7.   What do you do when your student has completed one Level?
Give them a sticker to put on their Award Ribbon, or use only Date/Signature if this is what the 
student prefers.  Make sure the student gets lots of positive feedback.

What do you do when your student has completed a Workbook or Series?
Give them a Certificate of Progress.  Make sure the student gets lots of positive feedback for their 
success.  Record the Workbook completion date, level of achievement, brief notes on progress.

8.   What do you do with the back two pages of each book?
Record the student s level of mastery for each Outcome/ Indicator.  Total the Score.  
Discuss the student s progress with the supervising teacher, who will make the decision about 
what book the student goes to next.  Keep these two pages as a permanent record of the 
student s progress. Copy the Level of Mastery results onto the main scoring page.

9.  Why is it so important to involve the student in assessing their own evel of mastery.
Many children with special learning needs develop a sense of learned helplessness, and see 
themselves as having little input into their own education.  This is the time to talk about the 
Indicators, and agree on the level of mastery achieved. Go back through the book to find 
examples of these Indicators and discuss how well the student did.  Together, score the student s 
level of mastery for each Indicator according to this Scoring Key, then total the score.  Developing 
a sense of accountability for one s own education is an essential part of the learning process.



Module 5:
Samples from the 1,500 pages of
Precision Academics Resources 

suitable for students functioning at 

Level ONE




